
 

 

 

 

November 20, 2000 

 

 

Rangachari Srini Vasan, M.D. 

15211 Vanowen Street, Suite 201 

Van Nuys, California 91405 

 

Dear Dr. Vasan, 

 

I am writing to ask if you would consider serving as an expert witness in my behalf in a 

malpractice case against me by the daughter of the man who died of pulmonary emboli.  

 

As a result of your opinion that my care of this patient was grossly incompetent and 

negligent, my license to practice medicine is permanently revoked. I am appealing this 

ruling. I hope that you will reconsider your judgement on my case based on the following 

three lines of evidence, none of which were available to you before: 

 

1. The patient was documented from the admission history in the chart as being 

alcoholic. Warfarin is contraindicated in alcoholics, according to the package insert 

and the PDR. Concerning this issue, the patient’s daughter testified that the patient 

drank up to a quart bottle of Colt-45 Malt Liquor each Saturday and Sunday until his 

final hospitalization. As a substance abuse counselor herself, she offered the expert 

opinion that this is not alcoholism. The judge ruled that the patient was not alcoholic 

and that I was negligent in failing to find this out from the daughter.  However, Colt-

45 makes no quart bottle only a 40-ounce magnum. This is equivalent to 8 2/3-12 

ounce beers each weekend. Imagine the legal liability of having a patient with this 

kind of alcohol consumption suffer a intracerebral bleed while on warfarin.  

2. Internists and anticoagulant experts differ widely in their opinions on this case (see 

enclosed article about a survey on this case conducted by my expert witness and I) 

3. As a consequence of the above survey, I found that anticoagulants have not been 

scientifically proven to reduce the mortality of patients with DVT. (see enclosed 

article titled, “Anticoagulants for Venous Thromboembolism”).  

 

I trust that you will be fair in your decision.  

 

Thank you.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

David K. Cundiff 

 



 
 


