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Dr. Ruth Karunanananthan questioned by Deputy Attorney General Bell. 

 

(In the following testimony, references are to page 5, Exhibit 26, page 6, 

Exhibit 19, and page 9, Exhibit 23) 

 

Q by Mr. Bell. Now, some questions have arisen of why 

this patient was perceived as he was perceived. And maybe you can shed 

some light on that. If you'll turn to page 5, which is the Pomona Valley 

Medical Center Admission Registration Form, and then page 6 and page 7, 

then page 8. Those were pages that came over with the patient, aren't they? 

A from Dr. Karunanananthan. Yes. I basically read pages 6 to 8. 

Q. All right. But you were not doubting that page 5 was there too? 

A. I can't recall because I never read page 5. 

Q. Would there be a reason why you wouldn't have read page 5? 

A. Usually I look at the emergency room note and the transcript. 

Q. Your note on page 5 lists this gentleman as being employed at a place 

called KFC. Do you see that at the top? 

A. When you told me to look -- when I talked to you, yes. But I didn't 

notice that. 

Q. That's your testimony? You didn't look at it, but it's there, anyhow, 

right, to be seen? 

A. Yes. 

Q. You did look at page 6 where historical anecdote, 10 years ago, was 

reported as social history. To say the patient had a history of being 

homeless 10 years ago, sometime around 1988, where he was on the street 

for 8 weeks. That's what it says anyhow? 

A. Yes. 

Q. You read that part, did you not? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Now, I noticed that on page 9 that – in the evening of his intake, under 

"Occupation," you list him as unemployed. 

A. Yes. Q. How do you reckon that with the document we've just looked 

at? 

A. As I told you, I did not look at page 5. I only documented whatever the 

patient told me. The patient must have said -- I must have asked, "Are you 

working now?" If he said "no," I would have said "unemployed." 

Q. You think he must have told you he was unemployed? 

A. I only write whatever he tells me. 

Q. Is it possible that you write what you see? 

A. I cannot see a patient -- whether he works or not by just looking at the 

patient. 

Q. What I'm saying, Doctor, is, is it possible, taking a look at page 6 and 

copying the word "homeless," that you might have recorded things 
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related to homelessness, understandably or mistaken? 

A. I don't understand your question. 

Q. I'm wondering if you carried forward --the problem we're having here 

is the patient's family has testified, as well as others, that the guy wasn't 

homeless and that he never made jokes about that. So we're wondering 

how you got a history that refers to unemployment when, in fact, he 

worked. A. As I told you, I asked him, "Are you working now?" And if he 

had said "no," then I would have put "unemployed." 

Q. After, on page 9, on the top, under "Occupation," what appears to be a 

different hand, it appears "Pomona, cook." Do you see that? 

A. Yes. 

Q. That's not your handwriting? 

A. No. 

Q. Who wrote that? 

A. I don't know. 

Q. When would it have been written? 

A. I'm not sure. I didn't write it. And I didn't look at the chart after I wrote 

that, after I admitted the patient and only when I was writing the note. 

(Medical Board Hearing Transcript Volume 1, Exhibit 13, pgs 159-161). 


